
 June 2008
 
 
MONTHLY SURVEILLANCE REPORT 
   

Data contained within this monthly report is based on information recorded on EpiSurv 
by public health service staff up until 2 July 2008. As this information may be updated 
over time, the results should be regarded as provisional only.  
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1. Key notifiable disease trends  
 

! Brucellosis: Three cases of brucellosis, two confirmed and one under 
investigation, were notified in June 2008 from Waitemata (2) and Otago (1) 
DHBs. The Otago case worked as a shearer in the United States during the 
incubation period. No risk factor information is currently recorded for the 
remaining two cases. 

  
! Campylobacteriosis: The number of campylobacter notifications has continued 

to drop from 380 in May 2008 to 275 in June 2008 (Figure 1). For the 12 month 
period ending 30 June 2008 the national rate was 201.7 per 100 000 population 
compared to 358.0 for the same 12 month period last year.  

 
! Cryptosporidiosis: 24 cryptosporidiosis cases were notified in June 2008 

compared to 47 cases notified in the same month of the previous year. For the 12 
month period ending 30 June 2008 the national rate was 15.9 per 100 000 
population compared to 23.5 for the same 12 month period last year.  

 
! Leprosy: One case of leprosy, still under investigation, was notified in June 

2008. The case was from Counties Manukau DHB. No risk factor information is 
currently recorded.  

 
! Meningococcal disease: Based on the earliest date available1, 12 cases of 

meningococcal disease were notified during June 2008, eight (66.7%) of which 
were laboratory-confirmed. In comparison, seven cases were notified the 
previous month, May 2008, and eight cases were notified during the same month 

                                                           
1 The ‘earliest’ date refers to the earliest recorded date for the case (onset or hospitalisation date rather 
than report date, if available). ‘Earliest’ date, as opposed to ‘report date’ alone, is used throughout the 
analysis of meningococcal disease notification data.   
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last year, June 2007. For the 12 month period ending 30 June 2008, Hawke’s 
Bay DHB recorded the highest incidence rate of 8.5 per 100 000 population (13 
cases), followed by Tairawhiti (6.5 per 100 000, 3 cases), Capital and Coast (3.9 
per 100 000, 11 cases), and Northland (3.9 per 100 000, 6 cases). The highest  
age-specific incidence rate was in infants aged less than one year (27.5 per 
100 000 population, 17 cases), followed by those in the 1-4 years age group 
(14.7 per 100 000 population, 34 cases), and those in the 5-9 years age group 
(5.9 per 100 000 population, 17 cases).  

 
! Pertussis: 25 cases of pertussis were notified in June 2008 bringing the year to 

date total to 138. Only 2 (8.0%) were laboratory-confirmed. The highest number 
of cases were reported from Waikato (6) and Canterbury (4) DHBs. For the 
previous 12 months, Waikato DHB had the highest incidence rate of 21.0 per 
100 000 population (6 cases) compared to a national rate of 6.9 per 100 000 
population. The current rate by age group was highest amongst infants aged less 
than one year (50.2 per 100 000 population, 31 cases), followed by children in 
the 1-4 years age group (14.3 per 100 000 population, 33 cases), and children in 
the 10-14 years age group (8.5 per 100 000 population, 26 cases).   

 
! Rickettsial disease: Two cases of rickettsial disease, both under investigation 

were notified in June 2008.  The cases were from Counties Manukau and 
Waitemata DHBs. The Counties Manukau case was originally from Fiji and the 
disease was detected as part of a pre-employment health check. The Waitemata 
case’s probable source of exposure was close contact with a cat that catches rats 
and mice.  

 
! Taeniasis: One case was notified with taeniasis in June 2008. The case was from 

Capital and Coast DHB and had been in Ethiopia during the incubation period.  
 

! VTEC/STEC: 10 cases of VTEC/STEC were notified in June 2008 compared to 
four notified cases in the same month of the previous year (Figure 2). The cases 
were reported from Waikato (3), Counties Manukau (2), Taranaki (1), 
MidCentral (1), Nelson Marlborough (1), Canterbury (1), and Southland (1) 
DHBs. Two cases were hospitalised. The cases were in the following age groups:  
1-4 years (4), 5-9 years (2), 60-69 years (2), 20-29 years (1), and 30-39 years (1).  
VTEC O157 was isolated for nine of the cases.   
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2. Outbreaks 
 
Completed outbreak reports 
Ten outbreak reports were entered into EpiSurv and completed during June 2008 
(Table 1).   
 
 Table 1: Summary of completed outbreaks reported to ESR during June 2008 

 
Organism/Toxin/Illness 

Reporting Public Health 
District 

Number 
of 

outbreaks 

Total 
number 
of cases 

Campylobacter Canterbury 1 2 
Gastroenteritis Manawatu 1 18 
Giardia Auckland, Otago 3 9 
Norovirus Auckland, South Canterbury 4 46 
Salmonella Auckland 1 2 
Total 10 77 
  
 
Interim outbreak reports 
Twenty-one interim outbreaks have been reported in June 2008 (Table 2). The status of 
the outbreak and cases involved are subject to change, as more data becomes available.   
 
Table 2: Summary of interim outbreaks reported to ESR during June 2008  

 
Organism/Toxin/Illness Reporting Public Health 

District 

Number 
of 

outbreaks 

Total 
number 
of cases 

Gastroenteritis  Auckland, Waikato, Tauranga, 
Taranaki, Wellington, Otago 17 118 

Giardia  Auckland, Rotorua 2 3 
Measles Canterbury 1 2 
Norovirus Manawatu 1 11 
Total 21 134 
 
 

3. Deaths from notifiable diseases 
Two deaths were reported for the month of June from Legionellosis and Meningococcal 
disease (Table 3). 
 
Table 3: Summary of deaths from notifiable diseases reported to ESR during June 2008 
Disease District Health Board Age group Sex 
Legionellosis Waikato 70+ years F 
Meningococcal disease Nelson Marlborough 1-4 years F 
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4. Trends in selected diseases to June 2008  
 

Figure 1: Campylobacteriosis notifications by month by year, January 2003 – June 2008 
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Figure 2: VTEC/STEC notifications by month by year, January 2003 – June 2008 
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5. Data Tables 
`
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Surveillance Data by District Health Board June 2008
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Cases¹ and current rate² for June 2008 by District Health Board³

¹ These data are provisional
² Current rate is based on the cumulative total for the 12 months up to and including June 2008 expressed as cases per 100 000
³ Further data are available from the local Medical Officer of Health
і These totals and rates are derived from the EpiSurv report date as opposed to the earliest available date used in the meningococcal disease section of this report
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Cases¹ and current rate² for June 2008 by District Health Board³

¹ These data are provisional
² Current rate is based on the cumulative total for the 12 months up to and including June 2008 expressed as cases per 100 000
³ Further data are available from the local Medical Officer of Health
і These totals and rates are derived from the EpiSurv report date as opposed to the earliest available date used in the meningococcal disease section of this report



Surveillance Data for the 12 months ending June-2008 by District Health Board

Page 1 of 1

4156092691846138454101122352341919558938991692402139114071728187151715269

1011111562016256211093213717244328404210578

3332236071213507620103159129

00020001211110002991030

0163205019181051320104164260557305

12012040107202305462128130120

5611026168863181024743124842101003012694103120351361

02000103020000200111114

0000000000000000010203

0001001113311113684523641599268

16108452201124611122144742013208293

20030002100000112713124

01020000000100000911015

21112001712140062122113124102

35111131115211343311312976115

00062101100220000115022

110601011000010022134235

00140012221010104311125

3111233110531037218101268

2101203042104204226116264

410226041643732035121827173157

000001000000000001422019

10033012100030010233023

000502163112211236128258

220302212111101041394150

0000000000000000121004

00010002000002200201111

236491521347142002842114517107638112148216165591489

2621459745926141714501915274693975612

00060001010110031162814072

5736448012406381835318196261012725192629674

22734215491962225466583252311193502583932420475176399612163208529

Total

Yersiniosis

VTEC/STEC infection

Typhoid fever

Tuberculosis disease

Shigellosis

Salmonellosis

Rubella

Rickettsial disease

Rheumatic fever

Pertussis

Paratyphoid fever

Other

Mumps

Meningococcal disease

Measles

Malaria

Listeriosis

Leptospirosis

Legionellosis

Lead absorption

Invasive pneumococcal disease

Hepatitis C

Hepatitis B

Hepatitis A

Hazardous substances injury

Haemophilus influenzae type b

Giardiasis

Gastroenteritis

Dengue fever

Cryptosporidiosis

Campylobacteriosis

Southland

O
tago

South Canterbury

Canterbury

W
est Coast

N
elson M

arlborough

W
airarapa

Capital and Coast

H
utt Valley

M
idCentral

W
hanganui

H
aw

ke's Bay

Taranaki

Tairaw
hiti

Bay of Plenty

Lakes

W
aikato

Counties M
anukau

A
uckland

W
aitem

ata

N
orthland

TotalDisease

Cases for the 12 months ending June 2008¹ ² by District Health Board³

¹ These data are provisional
² Further data are available from the local Medical Officer of Health
³ These totals are derived from the EpiSurv report date as opposed to the earliest available date used in the meningococcal disease section
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Paratyphoid fever 0 13 0.6 2 12 0.6

Pertussis 25 138 6.9 30 177 15.8

Rheumatic fever 13 159 6.3 8 31 1.9

Mumps 12 57 2.4 4 28 1.3

Malaria 4 19 0.8 3 9 0.6

Measles 6 9 0.5 1 11 0.5

Meningococcal diseaseї 12 48 2.7 8 37 3.3

Rickettsial disease 2 2 0.1 0 1 0.3

Typhoid fever 2 15 0.7 1 33 1.5

VTEC/STEC infection 10 82 3.1 4 53 1.9

Yersiniosis 32 308 13.7 45 257 12.5

Tuberculosis disease 25 158 7.2 20 140 8.4

Rubella 1 6 0.3 2 3 0.2

Salmonellosis 53 778 32.2 79 691 30.0

Shigellosis 7 61 2.8 11 67 2.7

Listeriosis 0 11 0.6 2 12 0.5

Gastroenteritis 37 294 14.5 37 304 16.1

Giardiasis 111 854 35.2 93 767 32.2

Haemophilus influenzae type b 0 7 0.3 3 11 0.3

Campylobacteriosis 275 2814 201.7 824 7063 358.0

Cryptosporidiosis 24 178 15.9 47 428 23.5

Dengue fever 7 52 1.7 5 94 2.5

Hazardous substances injury 1 1 0.1 0 0 0.0

Lead absorption 25 115 3.7 4 36 1.6

Legionellosis 9 37 1.5 3 37 1.4

Leptospirosis 9 48 1.6 5 46 2.2

Hepatitis A 5 33 1.2 2 25 1.4

Hepatitis Bі 3 26 1.4 6 41 1.6

Hepatitis Cі 0 11 0.5 3 20 0.9

Current Year - 2008¹ Previous Year - 2007

Disease
June 2008 

Cases

Cumulative 
total since 1 

January

Current 
12 Month 

Rate²
June 2007 

Cases

Cumulative 
total since 1 

January

Current 
12 Month 

Rate²

¹ These data are provisional
² Rate is based on the cumulative total for the current year (12 months up to and including June 2008) or the previous 
year (12 months up to and including June 2007), expressed as cases per 100 000
³ Cases of gastroenteritis from a common source or foodborne intoxication
і Only acute cases of this disease are currently notifiable
ї These totals and rates are derived from the EpiSurv report date as opposed to the earliest available date used in the
meningococcal disease section of this report
ј Other notifiable infectious disease reported in June: Brucellosis (3) , Leprosy (1) , Taeniasis (1)




